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LET ME SERVE YO

December 8, 2021




When you think of servanthood, dd
you envision it as an activity
performed by relatively lovskilled
people at the bottom of the flow
chart?

A

Often we assume that If we serve,
people will lower their view of us.
But this Is wrong




" Serving other people has exactly the opposite effec
on them from what we think it will. People are drawr
toward those who serve them sacrificially, not
repelled by them. Service adds value to people.

" Servanthood Is not about position or skill.d about
attitude. Leaders seek ways they can add value to
others, and the primary way they do it is by serving
them.




In John 13, Jesus proved that he Is the greatest Serval
of all time.

The foot washi ng dPaspover?} e
meal event does not appear in the Synoptics but Is
apart of the Lordos supp
When the disciples booked the upper room for the
Passover feast, they forgot to secure the services of a
servant to wash feet at the door. Interestingly, as the
disciples realized the servant was missing, none of the
volunteered for the job.

When Jesus saw this, he decided to make an object
lesson out of it. Then he took a basin of water and a

t owe | and began washing



JOHN 13:25




The evening meal was In progress, and the devil had
already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus.Jesus knew that the Father had put all
things under his power, and that he had come from Go«
and was returning to God;so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around
his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciplefeet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him. Jesus actions
symbolize the ultimate act of servant hood.



Jesus shows us how to Serve

Foot washing: An act necessary for comfort and
cleanliness for any who have traveled dusty
Palestinian roads wearing sandals.

" Customarily, a host provided guests with water for
washing their own feet
" Foot washing: was act for menial servants

OPeers did not wash one
very rarely and as a mark of great love.




" Foot washing: was act for menial servants

0 Some Jews even insisted that Jewish slaves
should not be required to wash the feet of others;
this job should be reserved for Gentile slaves, or
for women and children and pupils

" John theBaptist declared in Mark 1:7 that he wasn't
even worthy to wash Jesus' Feet.




Jesus Is a humble servant

Verse 3 states before Jesus washed the disciples'

feet, "Jesus knew that the father had given all things
Into his hands."

r Jesus had been given full authority and power by
God.

ot he wor d Gedkdemales oneshpower
to determine by the directing power of hand.




d Hand

r

1st Chronicles29:12 6 dBoth riches and

honor come from you, and you rule over all. In
your hand are power and might, and in your
hand it Is to make great and to give strength tc

all.o

Exodus15:6 6 oYour right hand, O Lord, is
majestic in power, Your right hand, O Lord,
shatters the enemyo



" \Verse 4: For Jesus to wash their feet he had to take
off his outer garment.

0 Thetaking off of clothingsuggested that Jesus
In this momentdivested his title, privileges and
heavenly statusin order to meet a need.

0 True servants don't let their title or status stop
them from serving.

0 True servants don't let anything get in the way c
their service to others

r John10:1100l am t he good
good shepherd lays down his life for the

Ssheep. O




" Jesus also wrapped a towel around his waist.
0 A towel is the tool of a servant.
0 towel symbolize humility

" Towels are used to wipe dirt, grime, and sweat
on

ouUnl i1 ke Jesuso disciple
a prominent position Jesus lowered himself to
serve




JOHN 13:67




He came to Simon Peter, wl
going to walsehs umsy rfeepelti?edd,

now what | am doing, b wtNol,

sai d Peter, oyou shall n
answered, oUnless | wash vy
OThen, Lord, 6 Simon Peter

hands and my Jkhesaus aasn swedrl d
have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one o
y 0 uForthe knew who was going to betray him, and that

was why he said not every one was clean.



Serving enables us to share with Jesus
V. 6 Peter asked Jesus if he was going to wash his fee

" Peter was not worried that Jesus was going to
overlook him. His question voiced his shock and
challenged Jesus' actions.

0 He and the rest of the disciples were confused.

0 They had a high Christology.

" Christologyis Christian theology relating to the
person, nature, and roleof Christ.




AdhighdChristologyisoncL owo Chr i st «
that emphasizes or starts emphasizes or starts with
with the divinity of Jesus his humanity

O0S I mportant to not
N

| t
donot mean anything |




" Peter has a high Christology that led him to be
hesitant to let Christ be shamed and wash his feet.

0 Matthew 16:15-16 -AdBut what ddé ou
askedoWho do you say | a
answered, oYou are the
|l 1T ving God. 0

oOMatthew 174-" Pet er sai d t o J
good for us to be here. If you wish, | will put up
three shelterdione for you, one for Moses and one
for EIl1T ] ah. o




Jesus' response to Peter and the others was definite,

either | wash your feet, or you have no part/connectec
to me.

" The word "part-in Greek means share, or the
allotment of some amount by dividing something.

0 share/part = inheritance.

r Unless we let Jesus wash us, we cannot share
fellowship or connection with him nor God In any we

" The act of foot washing was an intimate and
hospitable guesser of love.



Jesus offers us an opportunity to be intimately
connected to him and God now and in the hereafter.

" This statement Is eschatological in nature. (end
times)

o0 John 14:3-"And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and will take you to myself
so that where | am, there you may be also"

" To remove yourself from this act of love was to

remove yourself from the eschatological gift of
eternal life.

" Foot washing for Jesus was symbolic salvific act
that represents oneds p




Verse 910: Peter still doesn't understand.

" Peter's response to Jesus was then please wash more
than my feet.

" Peter thought the foot washing ritual was about physic:
cleansing.

The power of the cleansing was not In the water but in th
relationship that Jesus offered.

" The bathing Jesus mentioned in verse 10 Is spiritual N
physical.



Being bathed by Christ means being purified from sin

"1 Johnl1:7 6 dBut if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

" Psalm51:10-11 - "Create in me a pure heartQ
God,and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not

cast mefrom your presence or take your Holy
Spiritfrom me."

0 "What can wash away my sins nothing but the
blood of Jesus!”




Some see Jesus' statement as affirmation for baptisir

" Believers who get baptized participate in a ritual
cleansing that symbolizes the salvific event, the
selfless giving of Christ in the humiliating death of tt
CroSS.

0 Colossians 2:1213-0 Havi ng been
In baptism, in which you were also raised with hin
through your faith in the working of God, who
raised him from the deadWhen you were dead In
your sins and In the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us al
our sins."




JOHN 13:1217




When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his
cl othes and returned to hi
have done for yoawaYdu healals k
and O60Lord, 0 and r i gh Ndwyhatd,c

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you alsc
shoul d wash o n Ehaww sebybuhana exangple
that you should do as | have done for yowery truly | tell

you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent hiniNow that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.



The Saved serve others

V. 12- 14: Jesus told the disciples to go & do likewise

" Jesus not only taught but modeled the right
behavior/actions in front of his disciples.

" Here he modeled was true servant leadership looks
like.

d Jesus knew that the disciples would not understar

nor embrace this practice without seeing him do It
first.

0 Leaders must teach and model. Leaders must
show and serve.




" "Don't just do as | say, not as | dafot the right
mantra for leaders.

OTitus2:7/ 8ol n everything s
exampleby doing what is goodln your teaching
show Integrity, seriousnessand soundness of
speech that cannot be condemned, so that those
who oppose you may be ashamed because they
have nothing bad to sa

V. 15-17. The disciples are told to do this to one
another.

" Jesus taught them that as a leader the greatest title
IS servant.




" Yes he was there teacher and master. But In the

sharing of the gospel each of them should simply be
considered a servant.

" Some people use titles in the kingdom for hierarchy:.

d Aside from God we are all on the same level.
Brothers and sister servants.

d Matthew 20: 28 - "For even the Son of Man came
not to be servedbut to serve othersand to give his
... He came toserveand to give his life as
a ransomfor manypeople.”




How to be selfless servant leader
" Put others ahead of your agenda.
" Develop the confidence and security to take risks.
" Look for a need and take initiative.
" Perform small acts anonymously.
" Learn to walk slowly through the crowd.

" Bedin your day reflecting on the love you have for
others In your life.

" Develop a bias for action.




DECEMBER ' JOIN US FOR FOOD, =
11 FELLOWSHIP& A MOVIE z
ZaU/ 8 COST: $25/PER MAN I %

START TIME: 3PM  LOCATION: STAR'S FELLOWSHIP HALL 7S K

Pastor Shaun Ellison Jones | www.starbethbc.org | 304 Spring St. Ossining, NY 10562 | o o @starbethbc



SECRET SANTA, SING A LONG, UGLY SWEATER
CONTEST, COLORING, FOOD & TOYS!

register@ starbethbec. org




HOMELESS OVERFLOW SHELTER MINISTRY
DECEMBER 13 - 20 |8:30 - 9:30 PM

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHECK-IN

IF INTERESTED CONTACT THE CHURGH OFFICE
CALL:914-766-1360 EMAIL: OFFICE@STARBETHBC.ORG




S[AR OF BETHLEH

TTTTTTTTTTT CH OF OSSINING

ANight of Worship & Pratse
New Year's Eve Service

TAG TEAM PREACHING | EXCITING WORSHIP | DANCE | TESTIMONIES | GIVE-A-WAYS

Pastor Shaun Ellison Jones Minister Tenee' A. H. Jones
Friday In-Person: 7:.00 PM
December 31, 2021 Virtual: 10:00 PM

304 Spring Street, Ossining, NY 10562| www.starbethbc.org | O ° @starbethbc






