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Often we assume that if we serve, 
people will lower their view of us. 

But this is wrong.

When you think of servanthood, do 
you envision it as an activity 

performed by relatively low-skilled 
people at the bottom of the flow 

chart? 



Srerving other people has exactly the opposite effect 

on them from what we think it will. People are drawn 

toward those who serve them sacrificially, not 

repelled by them. Service adds value to people. 

Srervanthood is not about position or skill. Itõs about 

attitude. Leaders seek ways they can add value to 

others, and the primary way they do it is by serving 

them. 



Irn John 13, Jesus proved that he is the greatest Servant 

of all time. 

Trhe foot washing depicted in Johnõs (pre-Passover?) 

meal event does not appear in the Synoptics but is 

apart of the Lordõs supper motif.

Wrhen the disciples booked the upper room for the 

Passover feast, they forgot to secure the services of a 

servant to wash feet at the door. Interestingly, as the 

disciples realized the servant was missing, none of them 

volunteered for the job. 

Wrhen Jesus saw this, he decided to make an object 

lesson out of it. Then he took a basin of water and a 

towel and began washing his disciplesõ feet.



JOHN 13:2-5



The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had 

already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to 

betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all 

things under his power, and that he had come from God 

and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, 

took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around 

his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash his disciplesõ feet, drying them with the 

towel that was wrapped around him. Jesus actions 

symbolize the ultimate act of servant hood.



Jesus shows us how to Serve 

Foot washing: An act necessary for comfort and 

cleanliness for any who have traveled dusty 

Palestinian roads wearing sandals. 

Crustomarily, a host provided guests with water for 

washing their own feet 

Froot washing: was act for menial servants 

ðPeers did not wash one anotherõs feet, except 

very rarely and as a mark of great love. 



Froot washing: was act for menial servants 

ðSome Jews even insisted that Jewish slaves 

should not be required to wash the feet of others; 

this job should be reserved for Gentile slaves, or 

for women and children and pupils 

Jrohn the Baptist declared in Mark 1:7 that he wasn't 

even worthy to wash Jesus' Feet. 



Jesus is a humble servant 

Verse 3 states before Jesus washed the disciples' 

feet, "Jesus knew that the father had given all things 

into his hands." 

Jresus had been given full authority and power by 

God. 

ðthe word òhandó in Greek denotes ones' power 

to determine by the directing power of hand. 



ðHand

ʳ 1st Chronicles 29:12 ðòBoth riches and 

honor come from you, and you rule over all. In 

your hand are power and might, and in your 

hand it is to make great and to give strength to 

all.ó 

ʳExodus 15:6 ðòYour right hand, O Lord, is 

majestic in power, Your right hand, O Lord, 

shatters the enemy.ó



Vrerse 4: For Jesus to wash their feet he had to take 
off his outer garment. 

ð The taking off of clothing suggested that Jesus 
in this moment divested his title, privileges and 
heavenly status in order to meet a need. 

ðTrue servants don't let their title or status stop 
them from serving.

ð True servants don't let anything get in the way of 
their service to others. 

ʳ John 10:11 ðòI am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.ó



Jresus also wrapped a towel around his waist. 

ðA towel is the tool of a servant. 

ð towel symbolize humility 

ʳTowels are used to wipe dirt, grime, and sweat 

on. 

ðUnlike Jesusõ disciples who sought after glory and 

a prominent position Jesus lowered himself to 

serve



JOHN 13:6-7



He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, òLord, are you 

going to wash my feet?ó Jesus replied, òYou do not realize 

now what I am doing, but later you will understand.ó òNo,ó 

said Peter, òyou shall never wash my feet.ó  Jesus 

answered, òUnless I wash you, you have no part with me.ó 

òThen, Lord,ó Simon Peter replied, ònot just my feet but my 

hands and my head as well!ó Jesus answered, òThose who 

have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 

body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 

you.ó For he knew who was going to betray him, and that 

was why he said not every one was clean. 



Serving enables us to share with Jesus

V. 6 Peter asked Jesus if he was going to wash his feet. 

Preter was not worried that Jesus was going to 

overlook him. His question voiced his shock and 

challenged Jesus' actions. 

ðHe and the rest of the disciples were confused. 

ðThey had a high Christology. 

ʳ Christologyis Christian theology relating to the 

person, nature, and role of Christ.



High Christology Low Christology

A òhighó Christology is one 

that emphasizes or starts 

with the divinity of Jesus

Lowó Christology 

emphasizes or starts with 

his humanity

Itõs important to note that òhighó and òlowó 

donõt mean anything like òbetteró or òworse.



Preter has a high Christology that led him to be 

hesitant to let Christ be shamed and wash his feet. 

ðMatthew 16:15-16 -òBut what about you?óhe 

asked.òWho do you say I am?ó Simon Peter 

answered, òYou are the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God.ó 

ðMatthew 17:4 -"Peter said to Jesus, òLord, it is 

good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 

three sheltersñone for you, one for Moses and one 

for Elijah.ó



Jesus' response to Peter and the others was definite, 

either I wash your feet, or you have no part/connected 

to me. 

Trhe word "part" - in Greek means share, or the 

allotment of some amount by dividing something. 

ðshare/part = inheritance. 

Urnless we let Jesus wash us, we cannot share 

fellowship or connection with him nor God in any way. 

Trhe act of foot washing was an intimate and 

hospitable guesser of love. 



Jesus offers us an opportunity to be intimately 
connected to him and God now and in the hereafter. 

ʳThis statement is eschatological in nature. (end 
times) 

ð John 14:3 - "And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am, there you may be also" 

Tro remove yourself from this act of love was to 
remove yourself from the eschatological gift of 
eternal life. 

Froot washing for Jesus was a symbolic salvific act 
that represents oneõs purification. 



Verse 9-10: Peter still doesn't understand. 

Preter's response to Jesus was then please wash more 

than my feet. 

Preter thought the foot washing ritual was about physical 

cleansing. 

The power of the cleansing was not in the water but in the 

relationship that Jesus offered. 

Trhe bathing Jesus mentioned in verse 10 is spiritual not 

physical. 



Being bathed by Christ means being purified from sin. 

ʳ 1 John 1:7 ðòBut if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.ó

ʳPsalm 51:10-11 - "Create in me a pure heart,O 

God,and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not 

cast mefrom your presence or take your Holy 

Spirit from me."

ð "What can wash away my sins nothing but the 

blood of Jesus!"



Some see Jesus' statement as affirmation for baptism. 

Brelievers who get baptized participate in a ritual 

cleansing that symbolizes the salvific event, the 

selfless giving of Christ in the humiliating death of the 

cross. 

ðColossians 2:12-13 -òHaving been buried with him 

in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 

through your faith in the working of God, who 

raised him from the dead.When you were dead in 

your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins."



JOHN 13:12-17



When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 

clothes and returned to his place. òDo you understand what I 

have done for you?ó he asked them. òYou call me ôTeacherõ 

and ôLord,õ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

should wash one anotherõs feet. I have set you an example 

that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell 

you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you 

know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.



The Saved serve others 

V. 12- 14: Jesus told the disciples to go & do likewise 

Jresus not only taught but modeled the right 

behavior/actions in front of his disciples. 

Hrere he modeled was true servant leadership looks 

like. 

ðJesus knew that the disciples would not understand 

nor embrace this practice without seeing him do it 

first. 

ðLeaders must teach and model. Leaders must 

show and serve. 



"rDon't just do as I say, not as I do"not the right 
mantra for leaders. 

ðTitus 2:7-8 ðòIn everything set them an 
exampleby doing what is good.In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousnessand soundness of 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that those 
who oppose you may be ashamed because they 
have nothing bad to say about us.ó 

V. 15 -17: The disciples are told to do this to one 
another. 

Jresus taught them that as a leader the greatest title 
is servant. 



Yres he was there teacher and master. But in the 

sharing of the gospel each of them should simply be 

considered a servant. 

Srome people use titles in the kingdom for hierarchy. 

ðAside from God we are all on the same level. 

Brothers and sister servants. 

ðMatthew 20: 28 - "For even the Son of Man came 

not to beservedbut to serve othersand to give his 

... He came toserveand to give his life as 

a ransomfor manypeople."



How to be selfless servant leader

Prut others ahead of your agenda.

Drevelop the confidence and security to take risks. 

Lrook for a need and take initiative.

Prerform small acts anonymously. 

Lrearn to walk slowly through the crowd. 

Bregin your day reflecting on the love you have for 

others in your life.

Drevelop a bias for action.












